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John 17:26 
“Father, I have made you known to them, and will continue to make 
you known to them, in order that the love you have for me may be in 

them, and that I myself may be in them.” (NIV)


Father, I have made your very being known to them— who you are and 
what you do— and continue to make it known, so that your love for me 

might be in them exactly as I am in them. (MSG)


Father, I have made the essence of your being known to them so that 
they may know you by name; and I will also give them understanding to 
know that the same love with which you have loved me is in them even 

as I am in them! (The MIRROR Bible)



John 15:9-11 (The MIRROR) 
9 The love of the Father for me is my love for you 

- abide in my love for you!
 10 By 1treasuring the 2prophetic conclusion of my life you will 
remain constantly engulfed in my love even as I treasure the 
completeness of my Father’s prophetic purpose and abide 

in his love embrace.  
11 I have spoken these things unto you so that my joy will 

continuously infuse you - you don’t have to invent your own if 
you can tap into mine!  This is the ultimate bliss!

- Francois De Toit, The MIRROR Study Bible
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The Passion of Jesus is for us to personally experience His 
Father’s love and His Fullness of Joy for ourselves as 

His thriving, fruitful disciples and friends
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( i.e. to enjoy and express His life to the full as flourishing branches 
through which the glory and character of the Father, Son and Holy

Spirit flows freely into the world 
around you -- i.e. living like they do 

in their Eternal communion:  
other-centred, self-giving, life-laying-
down-loving and living that produces 

love, joy, peace, patience and all 
the Fruit of the Spirit. )

This is how my Father shows who he is 
— when you produce much fruit, when 
you mature as my disciples. - John 15:8



(Vs. 2)  
When I was Your foe,  

Still Your love fought for me 
You have been so, so good to me 

When I felt no worth,  
You paid it all for me 

You have been so, so kind to me

“Reckless Love” - Lyrics by Cory Asbury



(Chorus)  
O, the overwhelming, never-ending, 

reckless love of God 
O, it chases me down, fights 'til I'm 

found, leaves the ninety-nine 
I couldn't earn it, and I don't deserve it, 

Still, You give Yourself away 
O, the overwhelming, never-ending, 

reckless love of God.

“Reckless Love” - Lyrics by Cory Asbury



(Bridge)  
There's no shadow You won't light up, 

No mountain You won't climb up, 
Coming after me. 

There's no wall You won't kick down, 
No lie You won't tear down, 

Coming after me.

“Reckless Love” - Lyrics by Cory Asbury



Jesus’ core passion is for you to experience his Father’s unconditional love 
as your own every day, in ever-increasing fullness, on the inside where the 

real you struggles with fear and shame in brokenness and pain.



[ adapted from John MacMurray’s book  “A Spiritual Evolution”
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Is it possible for the Father to ever stop loving the Son? 
Even for a nanosecond?   

Is it possible for the Father to flinch in his affection 
for his Son? For any reason ever?   

How sure is the love of the Father for the Son? 
Is it unalterable?   

How long will the Father’s love for his Son last? Will he ever 
tire or become bored with him?   

Mark these words – the Father feels exactly the same way 
about you and me. Exactly.   

[ adapted from John MacMurray’s book  “A Spiritual Evolution”



The unimaginable, staggering gift of the Trinity’s love is this:
The Father, Son, and Spirit love us with the same love they

have for each other. This is because their 
love is a communion of self-giving love. 

So, when they love us, it is exactly as they 
love themselves, because they are 

revealing and giving us themselves! 
They don’t love us one way and then love 

themselves better.   
There are no settings of high, medium, or 

low on God’s love. They have one way 
to love – it’s called perfect.

[ adapted from John MacMurray’s book  “A Spiritual Evolution”



(MESSAGE)		So	Jesus	explained	himself	at	length.	
				“I’m	telling	you	this	straight.	The	Son	can’t	
											independently	do	a	thing,	only	what				
																						he	sees	the	Father	doing.		
												What	the	Father	does,	the	Son	does.		
														The	Father	loves	the	Son	and	includes		
																						him	in	everything	he	is	doing.

John	5:19-20

(MIRROR)		20	For	the	Father	and	the	son	are	1best	of	friends!	They	
have	no	secrets;	the	Father	gladly	lets	his	son	

	in	on	everything	he	does…”		
[The	Father	loves	(1phileo)	the	son	with	fondness].	



    God is with us,  
        God is for us,  
             God is in us.

“In that day you will know that we are in seamless union    
    with one another! I am in my Father, you are in me  
       and I am in you!”  
                                                                 - Jn 14:20 MIRROR 



How does the Father feel about you? 
He loves you just like he loves Jesus.   

How does the Father see you?  With the same 
unflinching gaze of love he has for Jesus.   
What is in the Father’s heart toward you?   

The same unwavering commitment and loyal 
love he has for Jesus.

This is the heart of the gospel. Jesus has 
revealed the Father to us and declares to us 

the good news of his Father’s love. 

[ adapted from John’s book  “A Spiritual Evolution” ]



 So, we have come to it. We have come to something that is 
impossible for God. It is impossible for God to stop loving you,

because he will not stop being himself – a communion of persons
            who are completely, unconditionally in love 
          with each other… And he offers a compelling 
            invitation to everyone to act upon the truth 

         of this good news of his Father’s love. 
We are to trust him. Not so that we can be embraced 
by the Father but because we already are. By faith we 

can live out of that place where every man, every 
woman, every person young and old belongs to and 

are already in our Father’s everlasting heart.

[ adapted from John’s book  “A Spiritual Evolution” ]
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Growing as a disciple requires our willing participation in 
a) the ongoing pruning back of deadwood in our lives, and 

b) learning to make ourselves intimately at home in His love 
(or “abiding in the Vine”) until 

“the truth of our being becomes the way of our being”



1 I am the authentic vine! My Father is the farmer. 
2 Every offshoot in me that does not bear fruit, he 1lifts up 
from the ground and fastens it to the stake and every fruit 

bearing part he 2dresses in order to maximize its yield.
(The words 1airei and 2kathairei are 
employed to suggest the lifting of the 

branches as well as the dressing 
process which includes pruning; 

airei, from airoo, to elevate, 
to lift up, to air; 

katharei, from kata, in this case 
signifying intensity, and again airoo.

John 15:1-5 in Francois De Toit’s “The MIRROR Study Bible”



( …Lifting up to manage a grape vine’s canopy which will 
influence not only the potential yield of the crop but also the 

quality of the grapes due to the access of air and sunlight
 needed for the grapes to ripen fully 

and for preventing various grape 
diseases… The grapevine is attached 

to stakes, or posts, thus making 
sure the branches grow upwardly.  

They are also dressed and pruned to be 
positioned in such a way that their 

fruit would be easily accessible.)

John 15:1-5 from  “The MIRROR Study Bible”



3 Your personal pruning and dressing already happened in our 
conversation; The word made flesh in my person and language 
is how the Father prepares and sets you up for fruit bearing. 

4 Our seamless union, you in me and I in 
you, is pictured in the vine: the shoot 

cannot bear fruit outside of this union. 
In its abiding in the vine, fruit happens 
naturally - as with your abiding in me. 

5 I am the vine and you are the branches; it 
is the one who understands this mutual 

union that naturally bears much fruit - which 
is impossible to happen apart from me.

John 15:1-5 from  “The MIRROR Study Bible”



In John 15, the motifs of Jesus as "The Vine", us as "branches" 
and the Father as "The Gardener" are an expression of God's 
faithful, loving parenting, committed to helping us grow and

thrive and becoming increasingly fruitful 
branches, manifesting agape love and 

all the other fruit of the Spirit. 
The imagery of 'pruning' should be 
properly understood as nurturing 

growth for our good (see Heb 12:4-11) 
and happening within our inseparable 

Union with Christ without ANY hint of 
relational separation on Their part.

Additional Reflections on John 15 from Michael Lafleur 



It's the unfruitful 'sucker growth' in our lives that is being 
pruned back for our good, not individuals who don't measure 
up in someway and are cut off from God. Embraced in Abba’s 

unfailing, ‘reckless’ love, all fear of separation is banished.

Additional Reflections on John 15 from Michael Lafleur 

God is forever for us, 
with us and in us.

This analogy of Gardener and 
the Vine and branches presumes 
relationship and has nothing to 

do with somehow finding 
ourselves cut off or separated 

from God if we're 'unfruitful'… 



As broken people who struggle with guilt, shame 
and our own sense of unworthiness, perhaps

        subjectively in our own minds we can buy 

Additional Reflections on John 15 from Michael Lafleur 

 into the lie of being abandoned by or 
alienated from God. But in reality, 

everything that is being said by Jesus in 
John 13-17 presumes Union, not 

separation from the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, from a God who can no 
more abandon you or stop loving you 

than a good mother can forget a nursing 
baby at her breast (see Isaiah 49:15-16).



God’s discipline and correction is inspired by His Fatherly Love, essential to 
our education as beloved children and intended for our ultimate well-being. 

EMBRACING FATHERLY CORRECTION AS LOVE



Embrace correction. His instruction 
confirms your true sonship and 
daughterhood, just as a father 

would take natural responsibility   
for the education of his children.                        

Heb 12:5, 7 (MIRROR) “The word in scripture that confirms 
your genesis in God addresses you as true children, “My child 

                            do not undervalue the loving instruction  
of the Lord; neither become despondent  

 when you are corrected…”

Welcome the Refining and Disciplining Love of the Father.  
It is Consistent with our Identity as His Beloved Children



Hebrews 12:4-11 (The MESSAGE) 
In this all-out match against sin, others have suffered far 

worse than you, to say nothing of what Jesus went through—
all that bloodshed! So don’t feel sorry for yourselves.  


Or have you forgotten how good parents treat children, 

and that God regards you as his children?

My dear child, don’t shrug off God’s 
discipline, but don’t be crushed by it 
either.  It’s the child he loves that he 

disciplines; the child he embraces, he 
also corrects. God is educating you; 
that’s why you must never drop out. 
He’s treating you as dear children.



Hebrews 12:4-11 (The MESSAGE) 
This trouble you’re in isn’t punishment; it’s training, the 

normal experience of children. Only irresponsible parents 
leave children to fend for themselves. Would you prefer an 
irresponsible God? parents for training and not spoiling us, 

so why not embrace God’s training so we can truly live? 
While we were children, our parents did what seemed best 

to them. But God is doing what is best for us, 

training us to live God’s holy best. 


At the time, discipline isn’t much fun. It always feels like it’s 
going against the grain. Later, of course, it pays off 

handsomely, for it’s the well-trained who find themselves 
mature in their relationship with God.







“Primarily, God is not bound to punish sin; he is bound to 
destroy sin.  The only vengeance worth having on sin 

is to make the sinner himself its executioner.” 
                                                                  - George MacDonald





E.g. stretching out the tight joints and connective tissues; it can be 
painful to work deep into muscles that are bound up in knots.

Submitting & Committing to the Healing and Maturing Process
It is like receiving treatment from 
an osteopath or massage therapist: 
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“My Love is your love…  
                               My Joy is your joy…  
                                                  My Peace is your peace”



“Father, I have made your very 
being known to them  

— who you are and what you do — 
and continue to make it known,  
so that your love for me might  

be in them exactly as  
I am in them.”  

                             - Jn 17:26 MSG



                                  True disciples wait in silence and stillness 
  for a cleansing love that won’t rest… until all that is wrong 
      in us is made right, for even the memory of our evil, 
          for death itself, to be erased from us like straw in flame.

 Thank you @flemingrut and Athanasius - Dec 1st 2018 Twitter post by Kenneth Tanner

       True disciples wait for a love, 
 for a patient divine fire that does
    not leave us merely forgiven, 
          for Christ’s unexpected,  
        breathtaking gift of pardon 
               is not enough to cure 
                                    what ails us.




